Iloprost preserves endothelial function against cyclosporin A and sensitises microvessels towards endothelium-dependent and -independent vasodilatation.
The effects of iloprost have been investigated on the endothelial damage produced by cyclosporin-A (Cy-A) and on the microvascular reactivity to sodium nitroprusside (SNP), acetylcholine (ACh) and isoprenaline (ISO) following iloprost treatment i.e. in the absence of effective plasma levels, using the hamster cheek pouch. It has been shown that iloprost protects the microvascular arteriolar endothelium from functional damage by Cy-A and that iloprost infusion for 12-14 hr sensitizes the arterioles to ACh, SNP and ISO, an effect which is evident 5 hr but not 24 hr following treatment and in the case of ACh is abolished by indomethacin.